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For Robert Schumann, the horn was the most Romantic of all instruments
— whether echoing poetically in the forest, or sounding a thrilling call to
battle. So imagine four horns, playing like dreamers and daredeuvils, in two
extraordinary, rarely-heard showpieces or four horns and orchestra. The
four brilliant young players of The German Hornsound weave that special
magic today, in a concert that opens with Wagner’s stormy seascape and
ends with Schumann at his most passionate.
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Premiered in 1843, The Flying Dutchman marked a milestone in Wagner's creative transition
from opera to music drama. It is said that he drew inspiration from a storm he was caught
in a while travelling across the Baltic Sea to escape his creditors. It tells the story of a
captain, who is cursed to sail the seas for eternity, seeks true love to break the curse, and
gets redeemed eventually.

The overture includes a number of recurring leitmotifs, with the most famous "storm"
motif introduced first. The four horns play hauntingly amid the turbulent sounds of the
orchestra, together with the brilliant use of brass, strings and percussion, transporting the
audience to the storm-tossed ocean.

Shortly after the soft leitmotif by the cor anglais that is associated with the heroine, the
brutal brass returns to introduce the Dutchman. The ceaseless accumulation of tension
then pushes the piece to its climax, unveiling the themes of sacrifice, love and
redemption to the audience with an extreme density. At the end, the horns slowly return
to the opening theme.
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